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Secured by Design

Oy
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There are around 300,000 bikes stolen each year, with 0% of all bike thefts occurring
when the owner didn't secure their bike, either forgetting to or thinking that it was safe.
While large quantities of believed to be stolen bikes are recovered each year, the
police are unable to return them or prosecute offenders as the owner cannot be traced.

Secured by Design (SBD), the official police security initiative, have put together tips
to help you keep your bike safe and secure, both at work and at home.

Register it

Register your béke on a secure, SBD recognisad national
database. A bike carmying a database stamp is a highly eflective,
visibée deterrent 10 Dike thieves as they know that if thay are
caught win a registersd bike they will be arresied, as the owner
can be traced by the police within seconds.

Record it

Ramomber 10 record as many detads of your bike as you

can, such as the maka'model, frame number (normally found
undernaath e bike between the pedals or where the back wheel
slots in), pius any other distingusshing features. and take a photo

Security mark it

Security mariang your béke using a SBD recognised asset marking
or etching it s ancther highly effective, visible deterrent 1o
thieves

Remove the removable bits

Take pars that are easy 10 remove with you, Such as the seat

Or use locking skewers or nuls which can increase secumty by
securing the bike’'s components 10 the frame permanently, making
£ difficult for hioves 1© steal detachabdle parts

Keep valuables secure when cycling
Always keep your valuables secure when cycling. Don't put them
n open baskets or panners

Be aware of your surroundings

Adways pay attention to your sumoundings, especially whist
stationary. Thieves target unsuspecting cyciists for both their
valuables and ther bikes

Double-lock it, secure it and lock the lot
it can take thieves as litthe as a few seconds 10 cut through some
locks that haven't achleved the Police Preferred Speafication
Doutie locking 1 the bast protection for locking any bike. However
We recognise 1hs s not always possibie or pracicable at times,
Whatever the type of lock, look for the SBD logo or see the SBD
approved kst at e bottom of the page. Secure your bike as close
1o the stand as possitie to grve any thieves ittle or no mom to
manceuvre, Lock the frame and both wheels to the cycle parking
stand. Locks are considerad more vuinerabie when they come .o
contact with the ground, so keep them off the ficor.

Remember safety begins at home

Thas & very important 1o remember, as many bikes are stolen at
home. Take the same care 10 Jock your bike sacurely &t home as
you would on the street. Lock your bike as described above ina
securely locked garage or shed ensuring ether 15 well maintained
and the bike is hidden from view. A number of SBD companies
supply bike storage sheds. As agditional measures, ground
anchoes can be used together with shed or garage alarms. You
may wish to consider bringing your bée indoors if you don't have
appropfiately secure external storage



How to choose the right bike lock

Buying a bike lock should not be an afterthought. In the UK, the average cost of a bike
is approximately £500 and an e-bike is £2,500 so it needs some protection.

Questions you should ask are:

Will the bike lock perform its job?
Buying a cydie lock without an spproved secunly test
15 just not worth &

How can you identify a quality lock?
A quality lock 1= one that has been accredded with the
Police Preferred Specification.

Will it protect my bike?
An accredited bike lock will act as a strong deterrent to any e,

At SBD we insist on security standards for cycle securty progucts
with the aim of reducing and preventing the theft of bikes. Vanous
st methoos are used 10 determine renisiance against attack
using the sort of tools that a theef may use 10 steal a bike

Secure Cycle Locks

Buying and using a single S8D approved product with a high-
security rating will provide betier profection than using two untested
products without security testing

Choosing the secunty level or type of lock is down to indvidual
orcumstance and personal preference as we all use our bikes
N dfferant ways

Whether you are cycling in @ city with good peowision of cycle
parking. out cyclng with the chiidren In a country park with no cycle
stands 0 lock your bike, of on 3 mountan biang rall in a national
park, you need 10 choose the rght type of lock for the actvity and
stuation. Style, weight, and security grade will all be a facior

All SBD approved cycle locks have been independently accrecied
to the Sold Secure standard run by the Master Lockamiths
Association

Sold Secure test to four grades, with
Diamond being the highest grade:
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If you wish 10 find out more information, please visat the
Sold Secure webste: htps:/iwww.soldsecure.com/

For further advice about any of the security tips listed above, or
to find out how to buy police recognised security products, visit

www.securedbydesign.com

Park secure

When parking your béke in a public place you nead 1o consider
many factors, Includng your own parsonnel safety and the
securnty of your bike

Lock your bike at recognised secure cycie parking. it should be
well it overiooked and if possible covered by CCTV

Securd cycle hubs and racks are provided by local councils and
busnesses. However, whie some of these products are secunty
tested, others are not so be wary. You can find detass of racks
and stands which are supplied by SBD member companies and
have achweved Polce Preferred Specification below

W AvOd leaving your Dike i Isolated or dimly it places. always
ieave your bike where a potential thief will have 1o periorm in
pubic!

B Do not lock your bike 10 an open-ended structure such as a
SIONpOost — thieves rst Iift the bie over the lop of &t

W Avoud locking your Dike against a gate or wall, thieves will often
use leverage aganst the wal or gate to break the bike lock.

W Electric Blkes (e-bkes) are very expensive, so ¥ry not to leave
them in the Same place on A regular Dasis as they may be
notced and siolen 10 order by a detenmuned theed. You should
also consider remowng the batiery i you can. Cycle lockers are
a good option if stonng your e-béke in a public place

Insurance

Check that you have adequale cover under your household
insurance for theft of bikes and that thes extends 10 cover theft
from outbulidings or sheds. You should also check that the sum
insured s adequate given the high value of some bikes and
e-DkES
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