
Hedges and Plants 

Hedges 

You might decide to plant a hedge along an existing boundary. Native plants like hawthorn are defensive and thorny 

but also produce fruit and provide cover for wildlife.  

For hedging plants please see https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice  

Plants that fight back 

Clearly, another level of defence are the plants themselves. Thorny, spiky and prickly plants can deter even the most 

determined burglar and may be all the protection you need around your property.  

If you choose the right plants, they can also look aesthetically pleasing and add interest to your garden. Planted in 

groups or as focal points, there’s a vast array of forms, textures, and sizes to choose from.  

Have a chat at your garden centre or with the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) for the right plants for the right 

location. 

Top protective plants 
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